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SUBJECT: SPINOLA INTERVIEW IN OCTOBER 10 LE MONDE 
REF: PARIS 25716 

1. SUMMARY: GENERAL ANTONIO DE SPINOLA, IN RIO DE 
JANEIRO INTERVIEW PUBLISHED OCTOBER 10 LE MONDE, 
EMPHASIZED SEVERAL OF THE MAIN POINTS WHICH HE HAD 
EXPRESSED IN OCTOBER 2 FIGARO INTERVIEW (REFTEL). 

THUS HE AGAIN DESCRIBED PORTUGUESE ARMY AS DOMINATED BY 
COMMUNISTS, CURRENT GOVERNMENT AS RUSE DISGUISING 
COMMUNIST CONTROL AND PRESIDENT COSTA GOMEZ AS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR BOTH OF THESE DEVELOPMENTS. SPINOLA 
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SAID THAT HE COULD NOT EXCLUDE POSSIBILITY THAT 
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PORTUGAL WOULD BECOME "ANOTHER CHILE." END SUMMARY. 

2. EXPANDING ON WHAT BY NOW HAS BECOME A FAMILIAR 
THEME, SPINOLA AGAIN CHARACTERIZED THE WEST AS 
MISTAKEN IN ITS BELIEF THAT THE COMMUNISTS WERE 
NO LONGER IN CONTROL. FOR SPINOLA, NATIONALIZATION 
OF INDUSTRY, LEFTIST DOMINATION OF MASS MEDIA AND 
REVOLUTIONARY CELLS IN MILITARY WERE ALL SURE SIGNS 

OF A COMMUNIST STATE. THE COMMUNISTS UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE 

SUFFERED RECENT SETBACKS BUT THIS IS ONLY PART OF 

THEIR "WELL-KNOWN TACTIC OF TWO STEPS FORWARD. ONE BACK." 

3. UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, SPINOLA SAID HE COULD 
NOT EXCLUDE THE POSSIBILITY THAT PORTUGAL WOULD 
BECOME "ANOTHER CHILE.” SUCH AN EVENT, HOWEVER, WOULD 
NOT OCCUR AS A RESULT OF HIS OWN ACTIONS, HE PLEDGED. 

BUT IF THE COMMUNISTS SHOULD PRECIPITATE THE CRISIS, 
SPINOLA'S DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT FOR LIBERATION (DML) WAS 
PREPARED TO "RESPOND TO VIOLENCE WITH VIOLENCE." WHY 
SHOULD THE COMMUNISTS BE THE ONLY ELEMENT TO ARM ITS 
SUPPORTERS? MDL WAS CERTAINLY JUSTIFIED IN FOLLOWING 
SUIT. WHEN THE PEOPLE WERE READY TO RISE AGAINST THE 
GOVERNMENT, SPINOLA SAID, THE MDL WOULD BE AT THEIR SIDE. 

4. DESCRIBING THE MDL, SPINOLA CLAIMED THAT IT WAS 
PRESENT THROUGHOUT PORTUGAL, ORGANIZED CLANDESTINELY 
AS WERE THE COMMUNISTS DURING THE SALAZAR REGIME. 
FINANCING WAS PROVIDED BY MAINLAND SOURCES AS WELL AS 
BY OVERSEAS PORTUGUESE. 

5. CLANDESTINE ORGANIZATION AND UNWILLINGNESS TO 
EMPLOY FORCE NOTWITHSTANDING, SPINOLA AGAIN POSITED 
THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF HIS MOVEMENT AS THAT OF BRINGING 
"WESTERN DEMOCRACY" TO PORTUGAL. THE CURRENT REGIME, 
"EVEN MARIO SOARES," HAD NEITHER THE INTENTION NOR 
MEANS OF BUILDING SUCH A STRUCTURE. 

6. CLOSING THE INTERVIEW WITH A WARNING, SPINOLA 
PREDICTED THAT, SHOULD THE WEST NOT CHANGE ITS 
TACTICS, ALL OF EUROPE WILL FALL OF ITS OWN ACCORD 
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UNDER SOVIET CONTROL. CONCLUDING, SPINOLA SAID, 

"ALL I DESIRE FOR MY COUNTRY IS THAT IT NOT CRUMBLE 
MORE QUICKLY THAN THE OTHERS." 
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